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LOOKING TO THE PAST: THE ST THOMAS PAGEANT IN EARLY TUDOR CANTERBURY

Fig. 2 The City of Canterbury s late medieval seal depicts Becket’s murder. CCAL: DCc/
Ch.Ant./C/1154 (© Dean & Chapter, Canterbury).

pageant may be seen as helping to create the city’s civic identity, their “collective
recollections of the past ... [giving] meaning to the transformed present™.”! Most
frequently, as James Fentress and Christopher Wickham have indicated. such
social memory is articulated through words, yet for them ritual can also offer
considerable scope where the meaning is acted out, the resulting mental images
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